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Crebanks

South side of Cold
3ottom Rd. near
Yeoho Rd, Sparks

Not accessible

Pre-1818

This is a house of slow growth. Criginally part of
Cold Bottom which John Ensor, Sr. vatented in 1792, the log
portion was probably built by a son, Abraham, as is indicated
by the 1818 Bazltimore County tax assessment. Numerous additions
were made as the family prospered. 0One in particuler is the
stone west wing with its datestone indicating that John Hunter
Znsor erected it in 18cl. The name (rebanks derives fron
early mining operations on the property. The survival of

such an early log dwelling is exceedingly rare.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Orebanks is a two storey house six bays in length, its principal Facade “o the
east, with a two storey wing extendinz three bays in length from its south end. The
southerly three bays of the main house are of log construction, covered with stucco,
while the northerly three bays are of stuccoed stone; the rear or west wing is of stone.

The log section measures approrimately 19 by 24 feet; the stone addition to the
north measures approximately 19 by 31% feet. The log section is probably the
earliest, dating from the very early 19th century. The stone north wing probably
dates from 1820-1840; the stone rear or west wing dates from the late 19th century.
The log and the earlier siaome section each have four walls, thus confusing obvious
evidence normally used in identifying the earlier section; the stome rear or west
wing has but three walls, the typical condition for later additions. One explazn-
ation of both sections' having four walls is the possibility that the log section
was but one storey in height, raised to its present two ;fter the stone section was
built, Half of a studded gable wall in the attic above the log section's north
wall (vetween the two sections) retains weathered ‘ongue-and-groove horizontal
siding, its north side exposed, denying this theory; on the other hand, the rafters
of the stone section are half-lapped and pegged at the ridge, an early method of
Joinery, while the rafters of the log section are mitered at the ridge, genexally
considered to be a later method of joinery. Hails associated with the framed szable
are cut. On their principal (east) fronts, the first storey walls of the log and
stone sections are flush while in the second storey, the log section's wall is
several inches forward of the stone's, indicating the possible iifference in time
vetween the two storeys of the log section,

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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__PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—.1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —.SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 X AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING _MUSIC __THEATER
X_1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES  Unknown BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~his house is known as Orebanks because of the mining operations which once
took place on the property, Originally part of Cold 3ottom which John Ensor, Sr.
patented in 1792, the dwelling was probably built during the second decade of the
19th century. It does not appear on the 1798 Federal Direct tax, but the 1818
Raltimore County Assessment includes improvements here in the name of Abraham
Ensor, a son of John, Sr.

Remaininz in the Ensor family until 1947, this was a house of slow growth.
There is a datestone marked"JHE 1881" (John Funter Ensor) on the stone west wing.
The preservation and incorporation of the early log section into the growing

dwelling is indéed rare. The present owners operate a cattle and horse farm here.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 19}4 A

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Catharine F., Black and James 7, Wollon, Jr. AIA
ORGANIZATION DATE
For Valleys Historical District Project Nov. 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1114 3ellemore Road 323-3798
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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ment of individual property rights.
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question #7 DJescription, Continued

All the windows of the principal (east) front and the rear wing are 2/2,
flanked oy louvred blinds, bult west windows are £/6. The principal entrance is in

the southerly bay of the stone section but a secondary entrance is in the middle tay

fto

of the loz section as well. A gzable, covered with fancy-buti wood shingles, is
centered on the easterly roof slope and the south gadle is similarly finished,
Tlush chimneys rise above each gabdle end, that of the west or rear gable being but

a single flue,

Internally, the log section comprises a single room in the first storey, two

in the second., Zast of the chimney breast is a built-in cupboard with a pair of
taller doors above a pair of shorter ones, all with flat panels and ogee mouldings
integral wi*h stiles and rails; a modern cupboard to match occupies the space

west of *he chimney breast, replacing an enclosed winding stair, The architrave
mantel is modern., Window architraves are beaded with cyma-reversa-with-astirigal
backbani, The stone section includes an entrance hall in its southerly bay with
the principal s*tair rising, with intermediate landings, to the second Iloor. Its
round rail terminates in a ball above the slim, turned lower newel, A sinzle room

is north of the hall, its mantel having round columns supporting a paneled frieze

spanning vetween plain projecting end blocks., Window and door arehitraves have
corner blocks and doors have iwo lonz raised panels wiih loose echinus mouldings.,

~he cellar extends beneath the log section only. A large fireplace, now closed,
is in i%s south end, with an exierior entrance in the space east of the chimney. The
first floor is supporied by log Joists., Immediately north of the cellar's north
wall is another stone wall, the foundation for the stone section, the latter without
a cellar,

"he massive barn, standing northeast of the house has iis ground storey duilt

into the hillside, its easterly framed wall opening to grade with numerous doors and

windows *o the stalls within, ~he wood~framed tall upper or loft storey cantilevers

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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zuestion #7 Descriptior, Continued

over the east front of the lower storey for shelter;

o

is accessi?l

Q€

threazeh large
doors on grade at the west.

A stone spring house stands some distance east of the house and barn, itfs
gabled roof exiending to the south,

crigzinally, but those areas are now enclosed witnin walls sheathed in r+ical

roards. 3mall openings, now void of enclosure, are on the east and west
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